
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Nebraska’s Natural Resources Districts (NRDs) serve a crucial role to protect lives, protect property 
and protect the future.  These districts are unique to Nebraska. NRDs are local government entities with 
broad responsibilities to protect our natural resources. Major Nebraska river basins form the boundaries 
of the 23 NRD’s, enabling districts to respond best to local needs and manage resources in each district.  
     
The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts (NARD) is the trade association for Nebraska’s 23 natural 

resources districts.   NARD provides governmental representation for Nebraska's NRDs and monitors federal 
legislation relating to natural resources. The NARD works with the NRD’s to: 
 

 Protect Property 
Protecting communities and rural areas from flooding is a top priority for the NRDs.  
Working with towns, cities, villages and partner agencies, the NRDs have constructed 
flood control structures for communities all across the state.   
 

 Protect Lives 
The NRD works with other agencies to help protect public water supplies. Wellhead protection, 
rural water systems, and surface water sampling are all examples of NRD water quality   
projects. Monitoring the water quality across the state means your health,  
safety and families are protected.  
 
 

 Protect the Future 
Nebraska's NRDs have a variety of projects and programs to educate both youth and adults about conservation and 
natural resources. Many districts sponsor and participate in natural resources festivals, teacher workshops, 
classroom presentations, and more.  

 

    NRD FACTS: 

 Nebraska has 23 Natural 

Resources Districts. 

 NRD’s were created 1972. 

 NRD’s Protect Lives, Property 

and the Future.  

 NRD’s efficiently use tax payer 

dollars.  

 To protect lives and property 

more than 700 flood control 

structures in Nebraska 

 NRD’s planted more than 

800,000 trees in 2009 

Summer/Fall 2009 

What’s an NRD? 
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Health Insurance Costs Held Down 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NRD’s Lower Property Tax 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 Water 

 Soil 

 Trees & Wildlife 
Habitat 

 Grazing Land 

 Flood Control 

 Urban 
Conservation 

 Recreation 

 Education 
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Why 23 NRD’s?  
 

 To address basin issues 
with local solutions. 
 

 To accurately address 
and solve local natural 
resources issues that 
vary across the state. 
 

 To protect lives, 
property and the future 
of natural resources.  
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For more  

Information about 
Natural Resources 

Districts  

Visit www.nrdnet.org or 
contact your local NRD 

 

Follow us with  

Twitter at nebnrd 
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NRD’s 8 Program 
Areas: 

NRD’s Save Tax Payer Dollars 

Nebraska’s NRDs Protect Lives. Protect Property and Protect the Future. 

Summer/Fall 2009 

The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts (NARD) is saving taxpayer 
dollars by keeping health insurance premiums for natural resources district 
employees low with an increase of only 1.5% for the next fiscal year with no 
change in coverages.   

“While most health plans are seeing double-digit increases and also 
reductions in coverages, the natural resources districts’ plan has seen 
remarkable improvement in the program primarily due to the hard work of the 
local NRD employees and board members to control costs,” said Dean Edson, 
Executive Director of the NARD  

In the previous fiscal year, the districts were able to hold the premiums to a 
3.5% increase, or about one-fourth of the state average increase in 2008. 

The NRDs were the only political subdivision to reduce property taxes in 
2008. 

 “Nebraska’s natural resources districts are known for protecting people’s 
lives and property and protecting the future of our state’s natural resources, 
while also protecting the taxpayer’s pocketbook” Edson said.   

 

Nebraska’s NRDs Protecting Lives. Protecting Property.  Protecting the Future. 

    Nebraska Natural Resources Districts protects lives, property, the 
future, and in 2008 lowered property tax.  The NRDs were the only agency 
to actually lower property tax.  On average NRD’s lowered property tax by 
2.1 percent where other agencies raised property tax on average 5.5 
percent.   

 

 

 

 


