
The Nebraska Envirothon is a competition 

designed for high school students (9-12th 

grades) to test their knowledge about the 

environment.  Five-member teams com-

pete on the regional level in seven areas 

of environmental studies:  soil, aquatics, 

forestry, policy, wildlife, range and a     

current environmental issue.  For the state 

competition, an oral presenta-

tion, on a topic selected by the 

Canon Envirothon Committee, is 

added to the testing stations. 

 

Why take the time to organize 

and coach a team for this com-

petition?  More and more       careers are 

being created that deal with the environ-

ment.  This is an excellent   opportunity to 

give your students some additional back-

ground in the environment and exposure 

to environmental careers. 

What makes the Envirothon different from 

other extra curricular activities students      

already participate in?  The Nebraska       

Envirothon competition gives your students 

the chance to take what they have learned in 

the classroom and apply it to life. Students 

are given the chance to interact with         

resource professionals who use the knowl-

edge they gained in high school and 

college every day in their career.  The 

Envirothon shows students the link 

between academics and the business 

world. 

 

If you would like additional back-

ground information about Envirothon please 

contact a regional representatives listed in 

the Regional Competition Schedule or the 

Nebraska Association of Resources Districts.  

If interested in participating in the Nebraska 

Envirothon Competitions, please share this 

mailing with other teachers in your school.   

The 2009 Nebraska Envirothon State Championship was held May 2 at Ponca 

State Park.  The 2009 environmental issue was Biodiversity in a changing world.  

Nebraska State Envirothon Champions, Ord Public High School, was invited to 

represent Nebraska at the Canon Envirothon and also received a $1000 scholar-

ship offered by the Nebraska Envirothon.  This year the Canon Envirothon was 

held at the University of North Carolina, Ashville, North Carolina.  The weeklong 

contest, August 2nd-7th involved testing, touring, learning sessions, and opportuni-

ties for students to meet other state champions.  The team competed in six catego-

ries of environmental studies: soils; aquatics; forestry; wildlife; policy; and the     

current environmental issue, titled "Biodiversity in a Changing World". The team 

placed a successful 26th out of 52 teams from across the United States and Canada. The team is 

sponsored by the Lower Loup Natural Resources District and the Nebraska Association of      

Resources Districts. Members of the Ord team are Debra Wray, Samantha Krikac, Amanda     

Duvall, Aaron Kokes, Kris Hornickel and their coach is Dave Ference. 
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2009 Ord Envirothon 

Team  
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Students participate in hands 

on testing during the 2009 

State Envirothon.  

Awards are given to the winning 

team of each station, and a cham-

pionship award is given to the team 

with the highest overall score. 

Champions: Ord High School 

First Runner Up: Superior High 

School, Team 1 

Second Runner Up: Bellevue East 

High School, Team 1 

Category results:  

Aquatics: Bellevue East High School, Team 1 

Forestry: Norris High School 

Policy: Norris High School 

Special Topics: Bellevue East High School,    

   Team 1 

Range: Ord High School & Superior High 

School, Team 1 

Soils: Ord High School 

Nebraskaôs NRDs are hosting the first annual Natural Resources Camp titled: Environmental 

Adventure Camp at Halsey (EACH). EACH is open to 6th-8th graders who have completed 

6,7, or 8th  grade in spring/summer of 2010 and want to learn more about natural resources 

and have an adventure at camp.  The camp is structured around the six areas of Envirothon.  

The six areas campers will learn more about are: Aquatics, Forestry, Range and Grassland, 

Wildlife, Soils and Land, and Policy. Campers will experience a variety of speakers and activi-

ties in each of the six areas, and campers will also get a chance to explore possible careers in 

natural resources.  EACH also includes adventure and activities for campers such as a ropes 

course, climbing wall, bonfire and games.  EACH  will be held June 20-23, 2010 at the State 4

-H Center near Halsey. The cost of the camp is $175.00 per camper and will include meals, 

lodging and activities.     Deadline for camp registration is May 1, 2010.  For more information 

and registration forms please contact Alyssa Smola at asmola@nrdnet.org or 402-471-7672.   

E V I R O T H O N  N E W S L E T T E R   

2009 State Results 

The 2010 State Envirothon Contest will have a new location, The Nebraska Nature Tourism 

and Visitor Center near Alda.  The Center is a non-profit organization that operates year-round. 

The Center is solely supported by sponsorships, con-

tributions, grants and program fees. They  seek to tell 

their story to a diverse audience of all ages from Ne-

braska, the nation and around the world to increase 

awareness and appreciation of the Platte river ecosys-

tem. The Nebraska Nature & Visitor's Center offers an 

ideal location for nature tourism, educational program-

ming, conferences and interactive environmental ex-

hibits.  The center is located west of Grand Island  on 

2010 State Envirothon  

GUIDE BOOK  

¶ List of Objectives 

¶ Agency Contacts 

¶ References 

¶ Rules & Regulations 

¶ Practice Tests 

¶ Sample Questions 

¶ Contest informa-

tion 

¶ Download the 

guide from 

www.nrdnet.org 

2010 Natural Resources Camp 
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2010 Locations and Contacts 
Date   Time   Place  

Western Region 

February 9, 2010  9:45 a.m. Gordon City Hall, Gordon District XII Ag. Education Contest 

 Regional Contact:  Don Ogle, South Platte NRD, (308) 254-2377  dogle@spnrd.org 

 

Mid-Plains Region 

February 24 , 2010  9:00 a.m. NCTA, Curtis   District XI Ag. Education Contest 

 Regional Contact:  Roger Lawson, Middle Republican NRD, (308) 367-4281 rlawson@mrnrd.org 

 

Central Region 

February 15, 2010 9:00 a.m. CCC, Grand Island  Districts VIII&IX Ag. Ed Contest 

 Regional Contact:  Marcia Lee, Central Platte NRD, (308) 385-6282  lee@cpnrd.org 

 

March 2, 2010  9:00 a.m. CCC, Columbus  Districts V & VI Ag Ed Contest 

 Regional Contact:  Larry Schultz, Lower Loup NRD, (308) 728-3221 larrys@llnrd.org 

 

Southeast Region 

March 2, 2010    9:00 a.m. SCC, Beatrice   District I, II & VII Ag. Ed Contest 

 Regional Contact:  Scot Theis , Lower Big Blue NRD, (402) 228-3402  theis@lbbnrd.org 

 

Northeast Region 

March 3, 2010  9:00 a.m. Northeast CC, Norfolk  District III, IV & X Ag. Ed Contest 

 Regional Contact: Beth Walsh, Upper Elkhorn NRD, (402) 336-3867  bwalsh@uenrd.org 

 

Metro Region 

March 3, 2010   10:30 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. Chalco Hills Recreation Area 

 Regional Contact:  Christine Jacobsen, PMRNRD, (402) 444-6222 cjacobsen@papionrd.org 

 

Nebraska State Envirothon & Canon Envirothon 

May 1, 2010  State Envirothon Nebraska Nature Tourism and Visitor Center, Alda, Nebraska 

Aug 1-7, 2010  Canon Envirothon University of California, Fresno, California 

 

Contact:  Alyssa Smola (402) 471-7673 asmola@nrdnet.org & Jeanne Dryburgh (402) 471-7670 dryburgh@nrdnet.org  

 Even though many of the Regional Envirothon Competitions are held in conjunction with FFA, Ag. Education Con-

tests, any group of students associated with a high school, 4-H group, science club, etc. are eligible to compete! 



This newsletter has been sent to one Science teacher and the FFA instructor at your school.  

Please share this newsletter with the other teachers in your school. 

¶ The first Nebraska Envirothon was held in 1992. 

¶ The first Canon Envirothon was held in 1979 in Pennsylvania, the  

      originator of the Envirothon Program. 

¶ High School students in grades 9-12 are eligible to compete. 

¶ Five member teams compete in forestry, soil, aquatics, wildlife, range, and environmental 

      policy and current issues. 

¶ The top scoring teams are eligible to compete in the State Envirothon and the winner of the 

State Envirothon will represent Nebraska in the Canon Envirothon. 

¶ Nebraska Envirothon Guide Book and study materials can be downloaded from the Nebraska Envirothon Web-

site, www.nrdnet.org/envirothon 

¶ Natural Resources Curriculum available at www.envirothon.org 

What you didnõt know about the Envirothon Program... 
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